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College changes 
smoking rules, 
angers smokers 


From left, World War IT veterans Al F arrah, Bruce Wright and Gerald Cheney were three of four panelists 


at “December 7/September 11: Two Dates that will not be Forgotten.” 


fourth member of the panel, was not included in the photo. 


Pearl Harbor remembered 
on 6oth anniversary 


Veterans compare 
WWII with nations 
current war 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 
Editor 


our World War II veterans 

brought memories of Pearl 

Harbor to life with blunt and 
honest discussion during the sympo- 
sium at the Bentley Library Dec 7. 
Personal perspectives of the war and 
the how the attack on Pearl Harbor 
compared to the attack on American 
soil Sept. 11 were shared by the pan- 
elists. 

Gerald Clohecy, who was sta- 
tioned at Pearl Harbor, said that the 
initial reaction was hauntingly simi- 
lar. Everyone was stunned by what 
was happening before their eyes. It 
was a ricocheting bullet that made 
him realize it was not a drill and it 
was a real attack. 

“Their planes came in so close 
that we could see them laughing,” 
Clohecy said. “If someone had pres- 
ence of mind, they could have 
thrown a boot into their propellers.” 

Bruce Wright, who served as a 
mail censor in Newfoundland, said 


that the nation’s reaction held defi- 
nite similarities. 

“We once again had become 
complacent and then we got caught 
and everyone experienced the 
shock,” Wright said. “I think 


because this is a different type of 


war the impact afterward feels slow- 
er. With World War II everyone 
went to work and we were fighting a 
government, not individuals.” 

Wright said the world is a differ- 
ent place and that his job of censor- 
ing mail would be almost obsolete 
in this war. 

“My job was to cut out phrases 
from letters that included informa- 
tion we were not allowed to dis- 
close,” Wright said. “With the 
invention of email it is a whole new 
ballgame keeping locations and 
information secret.” 

Others who spoke were Barney 
Gallagher, an Eagle-Tribune writer 
who served as a photographer and 
journalist in the Pacific, and Albert 
Farrah who was a fighter pilot and a 
prisoner of war in Germany. 

Japan signed their surrender on 
Septee2, 1945 on’ *theUiS:S. 
Missouri. Gallagher was flying over 
the ship at that moment in history. 
He said it was the best flight of his 
entire life. 

“We flew over the utter devas- 


Veteran Barney Gallagher, the 


tation that we left behind in Tokyo. 
The city was virtually flattened,” 
Gallagher said. “American prison- 
ers were receiving the supplies we 
dropped and you could see them all 
jumping around. It was a great 
moment that ended the war.” 
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V-Day will 
come to campus 


Hartleb tries 


to save 


Tuition may triple 
f for students who 
live outside Mass. 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Contributing Reporter 


With NECC’s budget being 
slashed nearly $800,000, President 
David Hartleb’s top priority is the cut 
to New England Board of Higher 
Education (NEBHE) out-of-state 
tuition. Right now out-of-state stu- 
dents pay $93 per credit, but tuition 
could be raised to approximately 
$300 per credit for out-of-state stu- 
dents, including those from New 
Hampshire, for the spring semester. 

The increase in out-of-state 
tuition affects about 16 percent of the 
students at NECC. Hartleb is scram- 
bling to resolve this issue. 

“There are three paths I am going 
down,” Hartleb said in an interview 
Dec. 11. “One or maybe all of these 
may work.” 

The paths Hartleb outlined were: 


Mentoring Month.” 


designer, 


“National 


Hidy, a highly accomplished illustrator and 
is finishing his fifth semester at 


NECC, teaching graphic design and illustration. 
He worked closely with legendary photographer 
Ansel Adams on Adams’ last book, “Yosemite 
and the Range of Light.” Also, “The Garden” by 
Andrew Marvel, which included etchings pro- 
duced by Hidy, was selected by New York’s 
Grolier Club as one of the 100 most beautiful 
books of the century. 


budget 


¢ Lobbying—with other 
munity college presidents—the 
Legislature for a refund to NEBHE; 

* Going to the chancellor of the 
Board of Higher Education, for recip- 
rocation from the other states to help 
with the tuition; 

* Finding out the legality NECC 
has to not raise the tuition and keep it 
at the current rate. 

“We've always attracted New 
Hampshire students,” Hartleb said. “I 
don’t want them to panic. I really 
think we can resolve this, but I also 
don’t want to pretend it’s not here.” 

Hartleb announced these strate- 
gies at a College Advisory Council 
meeting Dec. 10 on the Lawrence 
campus addressing budget issues. He 
also sent a memo about the state bud- 
get cuts to the College Community 
on Dec. 5 

“Most concerning is the $8.5 mil- 
lion cut in state financial aid for stu- 
dents attending public higher educa- 
tion institutions,” Hartleb stated. 

According to the memo, other 
areas that concern NECC include: 

¢ The elimination of the 

See HARTLEB, page 7 


com- 


Faculty member creates US stamp 


The U.S. Postal Service has unveiled a new 
34-cent stamp designed and illustrated by 
NECC faculty member Lance Hidy. 

Hidy’s “Mentoring a Child” stamp was 
announced recently at The National Mentoring 
Partnership 2001 banquet in New York City. 
Richard Strasser of the U.S. Postal Service and 
NBC newsman Tom Brokaw unveiled the stamp 
before an audience of 1,000. The stamp will be 
for sale in January, which is 
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Smoking change 
handled poorly 


With less than two weeks left 
of the semester, the administra- 
tion of NECC decided to ban 
smoking on all sides of the Spurk 


Building, except the back 
entrance facing the quad. 
Without “no 


smoking” signs 
posted and ash- 
trays on the 
steps, why would 
smokers assume 
they were breaking any rules? As 
far as they were concerned, they 
weren't. 

Then things changed. 
Students arriving on campus 
Wednesday morning, Dec. 5, 
saw “no smoking” signs posted 
and the ashtrays had been 
removed. Security guards stood 
on the steps telling students the 
rules had changed. 

Smokers either had to extin- 
guish their cigarettes or step off 
the stairs. No big deal, they 
chose to step off the stairs. 

Friday morning, Dec. 7, the 
rule changed again. Students 
were told if they wanted to 
smoke on that side of the build- 
ing, they had to be behind the 
light post; again, no big deal. 
Standing about a foot in front of 
the light post a female student 
was approached by security and 
told to either put out her cigarette 
or step a foot backwards. 

At 11:20 a.m. that day the 


See story on 
change in smoking 
rules, page 7. 


rule changed, yet again. Security 
was now telling students there is 
absolutely no smoking near 
Spurk, except for the designated 
area behind the building. 

It appears the pilot program 
was off to a confusing start. 
There may not have been such 
outrage among students if the 
administration had been consis- 
tant with the 
rules being 
implemented. 

One of the 
security guards 
who informed 
the students of the changes said 
that one of the reasons for the 
sudden change was that some 
people were intimidated by all 
the students standing in groups 
in front of the building. 

Intimidated? Is that the right 
word? They are just college stu- 
dents waiting to go to their next 
class. The real issue is that they 
are a crowd you must fight to get 
through to enter the building, 
smoke cloud and all. That prob- 
lem can be solved by simply hav- 
ing them move away from the 
steps at the door. They do not 
need to be banished to the back 
of the building. Just enforce 
some basic rules of common 
courtesy. ; 

Students understand why 
they are not able to smoke in the 
buildings or even right in front 
of the doors, but the lack of 
accurate communication and 
seemingly conflicting rules is 
something they find unfair. 


The NECC Observer will suspend publication during the winter break. 
Our next issue will be published on Jan. 23, 2002. If you need to reach the 
Observer regarding editorial or advertising matters, please call Amy Callahan, 
faculty adviser, at 978-556-3397 or email: observer@necc.mass.edu. 

The Observer staff wishes everyone happy holidays. 
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IWIMME. EVERYTHING I 
AQT OR THE TERRORISTS 


What do you want 
most for Christmas? 


Nate Piechocki, /iberal arts 

“I want our smoking rights on the 
front steps of the Spurk building 
back .” 


Owen Provencher, /iberal arts 
“T want a chocolate Easter Bunny.” 


Melanie Dion, /iberal arts 
“World peace.” 


Aaron Foss photos 


Dan Lyons, liberal arts 
“The money to build my dream com- 
puter.” 


Paul Melendy, /iberal arts 
“T want my life back.” 


Megan Fuller, /iberal arts 

“I want to have my picture in 
Roaming Reporter so I can be in the 
Observer.” 
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Editor says 
goodbye to paper 


One and a 
half years ago I 
came to the 
Observer on a 
whim, follow- 
ing that inner 
voice that said 
writing was 
where my true 
path should lead 
me. I had just 
changed my 
major from psychology to journal- 

ism, and was uncertain I could master 
the art of the interview, the pressure 
of hard news. 

I was boldly following my 
instincts, finding my “true north.” 
My love of writing, my need to put 
words to paper, was something I had 
denied myself since I was told you 
couldn’t make a living by following a 
dream. 

I spent a semester writing and 
editing the features section and last 
spring took on the role of editor for 
the paper. At precisely the same time, 
] secured a job as a freelance writer 
for a weekly newspaper in southern 
New Hampshire. My Observer clips 
earned me the position, and funda- 
mentally much of my existence has 
changed as a direct result. 

Until that point I was not certain 
my dream of the future would ever 
become a reality. | had spent my life 
in jobs I hated, attempting to be 
something I was not. I accepted being 
in a relationship where my words 
held no value, my opinion no conse- 
quence, and my voice stifled by the 
rage of another. 

With this new position, | sudden- 
ly found myself being paid for my 
words. I found my voice, and what I 
had to say was finally valued. 

; Daring to toss aside my poor life 
choices and change everything was 
the hardest thing I have ever done. I 
was taught to expect little from my 
life and from myself. 

My father’s notoriuos catch- 
phrase, “You made your bed, now lie 
in it,” repeated through my subcon- 
cious like a broken record. Finally it 
enraged me. 

Through fate or a sheer act of 
will, I decided not to just lie in it, but 
in contrary to change the whole damn 


bed, linens and all. Like Goldilocks I 
found that sometimes your first 
choice is not “just right.” 

Sometimes you grow and learn. 
Change becomes so desired that you 
are willing to venture out into the 
world with virtually....nothing. 

Recently, | have been challenged 
in ways I never dreamed possible, 
and | have grown as a writer as well 
as a person. The Observer was the 
seed of that change and I shall never 
forget the time I have spent here. 

Friendships have been made 
within the confines of the newsroom 
that have not only survived the pres- 
sure of deadline and daily challenges, 
but often were the lifeline of precious 
laughter when there seemingly was 
little to laugh about. 

This past year I have been a part 
of something that required a team 
effort to accomplish. Together we 
experienced much success, minor 
shortcomings, and created memories 
as well as a paper of which we are 
proud. 

We learned from our mistakes 
and supported each other along that 
difficult path of experience gained. 

I must thank the two groups of 
students who made up the staff of the 
Observer over this past year for all 
they have brought to the paper and to 
my life. 

We have laughed till it hurt, rant- 
ed and raved, killed several stress 
balls, enjoyed meals like a family of 
dysfunctional siblings, and experi- 
enced adventurous outings along the 
streets of Washington, D.C. (How 
hard can it be to find the White 
House?) 

I must also say that without the 
support and guidance of our faculty 
adviser, Amy Callahan and assistant 
adviser, Danny Goodwin, the learning 
experience the Observer represents 
would not have been as rich or as ful- 
filling. They provided the helping 
hand and guiding words that made 
everything possible. To them I owe a 
debt of gratitude, and a promise that I 
will never give up on a dream. 

My time at this paper will be with 
me always. It was the first step on the 
correct path...my path. 

I am forever grateful for the 
opportunity, the experience, and the 
friendships that have enriched my 
life, changed my career and bright- 
ened my future. 


The new Parnassus Is out. 


NECC’s inter-arts 
magazine features 
creative prose, 
poems, photogra- 
phy and graphic 
arts by students. 


Get your 
free copy 
on campus 
today. 


Jennifer Dickert 


THE GOVERNMENT MISSED 
mS DEADLINE TO INSPECT 
ALL CHECKED BAGGAGE, 
SO PLAN B IS IN EFFECT... 
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See 


DID YOU PACK YOUR OWN LUGGAGE? | 
QD yo STICK A BOMB IN IT? | 


‘Tis the season to remember 
what is truly important 


Family, spreading joy 
is more important 
than gifts you receive 


“Tis the sea- 
son to wait in 
unbelievably 
long lines, get 
the last Britney 


Spears doll, 
spend the most 
amount of 


money, become 
a victim of road 
rage and even 
participate in a 
little yourself. 

Or is it? 

No, ‘tis the season to yell at sales 
clerks because they do not have the 
right toy you need for your kid, stress 
about sending Christmas cards to 
those you love, baking cookies you 
do not even like, eating a lot of junk, 
and complaining the sweater you got 
is the wrong color. 

Right? 

Nah, wait, wait I got it this is the 
time of year to loose your mind pick- 
ing out the right present for that spe- 
cial someone, finding out they do not 
want it, going back to the store you 
got it from, learning you can not 
return it because you lost your 
receipt, so you have to fill out Form 
21, give them you name, address, 
phone number, mother’s maiden 
name, and blood type just to get store 
credit. 

No? Really, because I thought... 
oh, I get it. 

This is the time of year you are 
supposed to spend some time with 
your family, spread a little love, wear 
goofy Santa hats and snowman ear- 
rings, and celebrate the birth of 
Christ. 

Really, that’s Christmas. Wow. 
You would never know with all these 
commercials, and the stress of all that 
stuff that looks like Christmas on 
television. 

See I used to like this time of 
year when | was younger, because | 
got to eat candy canes, color in Santa 
pictures, and make silly tree orna- 


ments for gifts for my family. 

However, as | got older, I real- 
ized that Christmas is just turning 
into a big commercialized holiday. 
The worst part of that is that this 
commercialization is getting worse 
every year. 

I do not know if anyone else feels 
the same way I do, however, I can 
guess that someone must. I just do 
not think that currently Christmas is 
the wholesome family holiday that it 
used to be. 

We have all seen the classic 
Christmas special where the family 
does not have enough money, so 
there are not any presents under the 
tree Christmas morning. Can you 
imagine what would happen today? 

People are getting way too tan- 
gled up in the gift part of Christmas, 
and forgetting what it really means. 

I remember one of my favorite 
Christmases. I must-have been 10 
years old. My parents did not have a 
lot of money that year. I had spent the 
entire month of November and 
December talking about how bad I 
wanted a Cabbage Patch Kid, and my 
brother wanted a Tonka Truck. 

On Christmas Eve my mother sat 
us down and explained that Santa 
might not come that year. Since we 
had done a lot of moving around and 
he may not have the right address. 
My brother and I just looked at each 
other, and then my mother told us 
that she had one gift for each of us. 

Instead of crying, my brother and 
I told my mother that no matter what 
we would love whatever it was she 
got us. I think I remember my moth- 
er crying, but I am not sure. 


That night we all sat in front of 


the tree and sang Christmas carols 
about Rudolph, and jingling bells. 

The next morning | got my doll, 
she was small with a green dress and 
blond hair. My mother had even 
taken the time to sign Xavier 
Roberts’s name on the butt with a 
blue pen. My brother got his truck, it 
was blue, and the wheels were practi- 
cally square, because my father was 
not that good with a saw. 

1 remember how happy the both 
of us were, because our mommy and 
daddy had made our gifts. 

Then my mother told us that the 
gifts had come from the heart. After 
the great presents that my brother and 
[ had gotten, we wanted to know 


mammal anne 


Iremember one of my 
favorite Christmases. My 
parents didn’t have a lot 
of money that year. . . 


what we could give our parents. 

They told us that the greatest gift 
they could ever have was our family 
together on Christmas Day. 

Sounds like a real life Christmas 
special, huh? 

Well, I guess in a way it is. But 
every Christmas I think of how much 
I loved that doll, and how I brought 
her everywhere, and how | still have 
her. Then I think about the crazy peo- 
ple who drive around looking for the 
perfect gift for someone. After all 
that thinking, all I can do is smile. 

I remember the year that I drew a 
picture of a Christmas tree for my 
mother, | know she still has it 
because she hangs it every year as 
part of her Christmas decoration. 

I remember the year that my 
great-grandfather died just before the 
holiday. That year for my grandmoth- 
er I wrote a poem and cross-stitched 
it for her. 

She hung it in her living room 
that day, and the only time it comes 
down is when she is washing it. 

Many times people get caught up 
in the gift-buying and they don’t real- 
ize that Christmas does not come 
from a store, it comes from the heart. 

I want you all to think about 
something as you sit down to 
Christmas dinner this year. I want 
you all to remember that Christmas is 
not about giving or receiving gifts, it 
is about spending time with your 
family, getting in touch with people 
that you may not have seen in a 
while, spreading some joy, and cele- 
brating the religious aspects. 

So for all of you who celebrate 
Christmas, have fun this year, think 
twice about what it means to you, and 
most of all spend the holiday with 
your family. 

I will be willing to bet the time 
you spend with your family will 
mean more in the end than anything 
you can buy them. 
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Fired up over 
smoking policy 


The front 
steps of the 
Spurk Building. 
What used to be 
a place where 
smokers congre- 
gated to enjoy a 
cigarette is now 
monitored by 
uniformed secu- 
rity guards to 
make sure they 
can’t. 

Smokers are now asked to walk 
to the back of Spurk and smoke near 
the quad. The freedom of smoking a 
cigarette is now being taken away by 
our administration. 

The smoking ban was always in 
place, but it was never enforced. 
Students who have attended NECC 
for more than three years said they 
have never had an issue with smok- 
ing in front of Spurk. 

I have seen security and faculty 
smoking in that area for the entire 
year that I’ve been here. My friends 
and I nicknamed a security guard 
“Smokey” because of his habit of 
chain-smoking butts. 

I am a member of a large clique 
that is fairly well known at NECC. 
We have no official name, but people 
refer to us as a lot of things. The best 
one I’ve heard so far is “retards on 
the steps” from a staff member. 

Our group is made up mostly of 
goths, actors from Top Notch, music 
club members and random other stu- 
dents. Anyone is free to join; all you 
have to do is insert yourself into one 
of the several conversations occur- 
ring at any given time. 


While we may be looked at as 
degenerates or freaks, we don’t 
mind. In fact, some of us would 
thank you for such a compliment. 
But we mind when one of our rights 
is taken away. 

The majority of the “step people” 
are smokers. Though I am not a 
heavy smoker, it makes me angry 
that our administration has alienated 
my friends who do smoke and forced 
them to hide behind a building. 

I have heard complaint after 
complaint about a “huge cloud of 
smoke” outside the Spurk entrance, 
but I must be blind because I never 
see it. I never smell the nicotine 
cloud wafting over the steps either. 

Unless, my senses are shot, there 
has never been a billowing cloud of 
smoke that people must walk through 
to get inside. Since I am always on 
the steps, I would say that I have a 
good an argument as any that the air 
is clear of smoke outside Spurk. 

Will putting the smokers in back 
of the building help the problem? 
Last time I checked, lots of people 
also use the back entrance. 

No matter what entrance you put 
the smokers at, people will complain 
that they are a nuisance. Moving the 
smokers to another entrance will only 
cause problems with the people that 
use that entrance and enrage the 
smokers who must walk out of their 
way to enjoy a butt. 

The smokers should be able to 
reclaim their territory on the front 
steps. 

With the budget cut and rising 
tuition coming, NECC has much big- 
ger problems to deal with than a few 
ticked off, earthy people who need 
fresh air. Leave the smokers alone. 
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Public affection: what is too far? 


1 feel like expressing 
my love, how could 
that be wrong?’ 


By CHARLOTTE GULEZIAN 
Contributing Reporter 


In the beginning there was an 
innocent smooch... 

“Excuuuuse me! Take your love- 
making elsewhere. There are people 
around here who can’t help but watch 
you and it is disgusting,” hollered the 
snarling old lady with the purple 
toupee. 

After some more heated com- 


Christmas isn’t any fun 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


So here is my last chance to tell 
you what reeks of awesomeness for 
this semester. First off, along with 
Reeking of Awesomeness, I do about 
three or four other stories an issue 
that can be absolutely brutal when it 
comes to writing. 

Having to deal with appoint- 
ments, cancellations, interviews, 
story deadlines, production dates, 
photo development and every other 
aspect that goes into this paper is one 
of the most physically and mentally 
draining things I’ve ever experienced 
in my life. 

Constantly running around to 
meetings and interviews runs you 
down, but I wouldn’t trade a second 
of it. As much work as it is, I never 
get tired of seeing my name next to 
an article. 

However, when the hard stories 
are done and it’s just me in front of 
my computer, I love writing this col- 
umn. I always wait until my other 
stories are done before writing ROA 
so | don’t have anything hanging 
over my head. It’s for that reason this 
is my favorite column to write; there 
is clear thinking and it lets me be 
myself. 

This is the column that expresses 
best who | am. I hope reading 
Reeking of Awesomeness is as fun to 
read as it is to write, because writing 
this column, well...look at its name. 

Now that I’m past all the intel- 


lectual stuff, Christmas is here and I 
couldn’t be less happy. Christmas is 
one of my least favorite holidays. 

Why do people feel the need to 
open presents under a tree with 
everyone ogling at them just so they 
can blatantly lie and say they like the 
sweater they got? 

I don’t want to be on display. If 
you want to give me a gift for 
Christmas, just give it to me. No 
wrapping paper, strings, or bow 
required. Just leave it on my bed or 
hand it to me in the car next time you 
see me. 

If it’s truly the thought of the gift 
that counts, then why dress it up and 
make it look pretty when you could 


just give it to them and be over with it. 


Also, Christmas has become much 
too commercialized for me. While I 
don’t consider myself a particularly 
religious man, this holiday was start- 
ed to celebrate the birth of Christ, 
and I believe that it should do so. 

Everything is about selling mer- 
chandise now and the Christmas spir- 
it is dead. People going out and car- 
oling aren’t going to help keep the 
spirit alive when people are being 
trampled to death in toy stores trying 
to get the hottest gift of the season. 

I remember when some poor 
woman got beat up in the parking lot 
of the mall near my house because 
she had one of those Elmo dolls and 
someone else wanted it. Is cotton and 


felt really worth beating someone up 
over? 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa 
Claus. He’s a fat guy invented by 
companies to sell their shoddy ware. 
Maybe I’d be happier if I had lived in 
one of those old Victorian villages 
where Santa rode a sleigh and not a 
giant razorblade. 

Christmas does not at all reek of 
awesomeness. 

What does reek of awesomeness? 
Pool. Lately, my friends and | have 
been playing a whole lot of pool. 

Usually we hit Pockets in 
Haverhill, and I never remembered 
the game being this fun when —I 
played before. I am not really that 
good, but just hanging out with all 
your friends is the best part. Even 
though they want to kill me for play- 
ing country music on the jukebox, 
everyone else seems to be having fun 
too. 

When you step into the pool hall 
you feel a camaraderie with everyone 
else in the room, and I have many 
times found myself conversing with 
people I don’t know who are playing 
at another table. Pool and pool hall 
folk reek of awesomeness. 

If you read the last ROA column, 
then you know that I thanked some 
people for helping me get out of the 
funk I was in. I knew in the back of 
my mind that I would forget some- 
body and I did. 

So to remedy the situation, Greg, 
Jillian, and Laura, you guys reek of 
awesomeness. 


ments from our non-appreciative 
audience at the flea market, I began 
thinking: Am I really being offen- 
sive, or is this the issue of the dis- 
turbed viewer? 

I didn’t know if I was totally self- 
ish and blind. In the same week my 
boyfriend, Ryan Reynolds, and I had 
been in Florida, his mother had asked 
us to “Please save the kissing for an 
intimate moment,” because it made 
her “uncomfortable.” I think I was 
far more uncomfortable than anyone 
else was after she said that. 

I did not know I was being rude, 
it is just so natural for me to kiss Ry 
whenever I feel like expressing my 
love, how could that be wrong? 
Maybe I did need to consider how I 
made others feel though; I certainly 
did not want his mother hating me. 

It is not like these are the first 
few comments Ryan and I have ever 
received about our frequent and 
flashy affection, but none had ever 
felt so harsh or made me second 
guess the way we interacted publicly. 
We had received more of the “You 
two need to calm down, ha ha...” or 
“They’re at it again.” These were the 
kind of comments that ran right by 
you, easy to dismiss. 

In attempting to dismiss the more 
weighty comments we’d been hand- 
ed on our trip, I thought about my 
rights as a citizen. Does it say “No 
kissing,” “No outward demonstra- 
tions of love” in any book of law? I 
think not. It is merely an accepted 
thing that you don’t go too far in 
front of others, and as long as you’re 
not getting really freaky, then it isn’t 
your problem. But, what is too far 
with public displays of affection? 


Do not wait 


“I think when two people start 
groping each other or groaning and 
stuff,” said Jenny Ingora, 30, of 
Texas. 

“1 don’t care what people do, 
they should be able to do whatever 
they want,” said Mike Wilks, 17, of 
Michigan. 

“I think as long as the couple 
keeps it to a minimum, then it’s fine, 
too much can become rude,” said 
Marcia Fillnex, 44, of Florida. “Oh, 
and not in front of children.” 

“Too far is anything more than 
your average making out,” said 
Robert Fillnex, 49, of Florida. 

Every one of them said it was all 
right for a couple to kiss in public, 
even with their tongues. 

After talking to my fellow flyers, 
I was starting to see my old light as a 
whole new light, with reason this 
time to back it up. Why had I worried 
so much? It is a free country, right? 

I can make out with my 
boyfriend all I want. We had actually 
received compliments on how cute 
we were and how happy we looked 
from undisturbed viewers. Who cares 
if we offend a few people along the 
way? 

“Aye but there’s the rub,” as 
Shakespeare would put it, for it does 
matter who we are offending. 

As much as I would like to end 
this saying, “Kiss your man, kiss 
your woman, to hell with the 
prudes,” I won’t. I won’t because I 
don’t want to make my boyfriend’s 
mother “uncomfortable.” 

What am I talking about? Kiss 
your man! Kiss your woman! To hell 
with the prudes! 
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bachelor's degree programs. Small class size, personal- 
ized attention and professional internship opportunities 
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Improving the Lives of Children & Families 


o» Merit scholarships available up to $5,000 


we 84% 


of students receive financial aid 


o« Application deadline is April 15 for Fall, 2002 


CAMPUS VISITS- 2001 


‘ Interviews and tours available weekdays, 


Q AM ~ 3:30 PM. 
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Not quite buried treasure: art from the grave 


Mother-daughter 
team make art from 
gravestones 


By NORMA VITALE 
Contributing Reporter 


Are you into gravestone art or T- 
shirts? You might want to take a trip 
to Gravestone Artwear in York 
Village, Maine. Paulette Chernack, 
50, and her daughter Cassandra, 27, 
take rubbings from old colonial and 
Victorian gravestones and silkscreen 
them onto T-shirts. 

This small mother-daughter busi- 
ness first started as a hobby nine 
years ago and had grown into a retail 
shop that also sells over the Internet 
and to other stores around the coun- 
try. 

“We love what we do,” 
Cassandra said. “It’s unique and our 
creation.” 


Cassandra said that as a child, her _ 


mother took her many times to do 
gravestone rubbings. 

“My friend introduced me to it,” 
Paulette said. “We picked up some 
supplies in Portsmouth and went to 
the old graveyard in York Village. I 
thought, ‘Wow, this is neat and I just 
loved it.” 

“I was learning silk screening in 
my art class,” Cassandra said. “So I 
went to the graveyard, did a rubbing 
and silk screened it onto a shirt and 
wore it the next day to school. 
Everyone kept asking me where | got 
it, when I told them I made it, they all 
wanted one too.” 

Paulette and Cassandra get many 
of their gravestone rubbings from a 
lot of the New England seaport 
cemeteries from York Village to 


Norma Vitale photo 


left, 
Paulette Chernack in their shop 
in York Village, Maine. At right, 
their shop logo. 


Cassandra, top and 


“We love graveyards,” 
Paulette. 
gallery with no walls, and we 


Says 
“They're an open 


want others to see and enjoy the 
beauty of it.” 


Newburyport, Portsmouth, Salem, 
Kittery and even Mt. Auburn in 
Cambridge. 

“We go everywhere around New 
England to get our rubbings, but my 


respect that. We always clean up the 
graves before and after we rub 
them.” 

Paulette and Cassandra also work 
and are members of the Association 


favorite will always be the Old York 
Village cemetery just up the street 
from us,” Paulette said. “We find out 
first if we’re allowed to rub graves in 
certain cemeteries. If we’re not, we 


Auditions 


for 


for Gravestone Studies in Greenfield. 
Gravestone Artwear has appeared a 
few times in The Boston Globe, 
Boston Phoenix and the November 
issue of Down East magazine. 
T-shirts are not the only item on 
which they do silk-screening. Their 
designs are also on velvet shirts, long 
sleeve shirts, cloaks, tarot card bags, 
handbags and scarves. They even sell 
homemade soaps, window decals, 


| their own gravestone rubbing kits 


and work from other artists ad pho- 
tographers. 

“Everything we sell we feel good 
about,” Paulette said. “We do sell 
some gothic and new age stuff. Also, 
we have been starting to do more 
cloaks and cloths.” 

Even though Gravestone is a bit 
off the beaten path, Paulette and 
Cassandra are not at all disappointed. 

“We like how our shop is hidden 
a bit. We’re like a hidden treasure,” 
Cassandra said. “Though we would 
like to someday get a bigger shop, 
hire some people to help do the 
screening, but for now we like it just — 
being us. We do have five people 
helping us out with sewing and a 
family creates the soaps for us.” 

A group, Ghostly Tours, comes tn 
from June to Halloween and leads 
people around haunted York Village. 

“People mistake us as 
Halloween. It’s not, it’s art,” Paulette 
said. ; 

Paulette and Cassandra are happy 
working together and enjoy their 
work. They are quite pleased how 
their business has turned out and can 
see it growing more in the future. 

“We love graveyards. They’re an 
open gallery with no walls and we 
want others to see and enjoy the 
beauty of it,” said Paulette. “Colonial 
and Victorian gravestone art is an 
amazing and lost art form.” 


The Vagina Monologues 


by Sve Lnsler 


Sunday, December 16, 6:00 
in the Loy Notch Theater, 31d Floor Spurk 


No &xyperience Necessary 


This production of Che Cagina Monologues will be part of O-day, a world-wide 


campaign to stop the violence against women. 


Spread the word. 


For further information call603-362-6533 
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The woman behind Boston Globe design 


Globes design editor 
offers advice and 
insight to students 


By CATHLEEN GABLE 
Contributing Reporter 


“First you have to ask ‘What is 
meaningful’ then be willing to take 
risks and work hard. The rest will fall 
into place.” And so began an evening 
with Lucy Bartholomay, deputy man- 
aging editor of design, photography 
and newsroom technology at The 
Boston Globe. 

On Dec. 5, Bartholomay spoke 
for almost two hours to nearly 100 
students and faculty members in 
NECC’s Lecture Hall A in Spurk. 
She incorporated the narrative of her 
personal life experiences with a gen- 
eral overview of the day-to-day 
rhythm of working as the graphic 
designer of one of the nation’s lead- 
ing newspapers. A stimulating slide 
show added a dynamic visual 
dimension to the presentation. It 
represented her work through the 
years as a graphic designer, focusing 
primarily on her endeavors at the 
Globe. : 

Bartholomay graduated with a 
degree in art and literature from a 
small college in the Midwest in 
1973. Upon graduating she joined a 
rock band and lived in Colorado for 
two years. Moving to Boston and 
considering her limited options, she 
put together a portfolio consisting of 
only five pieces and began to make 
cold calls. 

“My first job was at the Newton 
Times. I worked 70 hours every week 
for $3.25 an hour. I did everything. 
Basically I took the job not knowing 
anything about newspapers, but at 
the heart of it was my curiosity. 
Because of that I learned so much,” 
said Bartholomay. 

A few years later she became the 


“The goal is to get the infor- 
mation to the readers,” says 
Globe design editor Lucy 
Bartholomay, above. At right, 
a recent page from the Globe 
is an. example of the newspa- 
pers artistic approach to page 
design.. 


director of advertising at The Real 
Paper in Cambridge. Bartholomay 
said, “After that, my career came to 
me, it fell into place on its own.” 

Many remarkable and thought- 
provoking examples of 
Bartholomay’s collaborative projects 
at the . Globe - were shown. 
Throughout her lecture her emphasis 
was to give the audience a sense of 
how the newspaper evolves on a 
daily basis through the efforts of the 
creative staff. 

“There was no such thing as a 
visual journalist when I graduated 
from college and now all major 
newspapers are teeming with art 
directors, editorial and graphic 
designers. I have hired many of these 
people. To understand what I look for 
one needs to understand the world I 


inhabit,” she said. 

The Boston Globe currently 
employs 30 designers, eight of which 
are part-time. Brainstorming, dead- 
lines, and high-pressure while sus- 
taining creativity is all part of the 
daily process, she said. 

“The goal is to get the informa- 
tion to the readers. Be accurate and 
honest. Sometimes you have to work 
with what you have and make the 
best of it versus the big idea,” she 
said. 

In closing, Bartholomay remind- 
ed the audience of the importance of 
creativity. 

“Computers are tools. Good 
designs happen up here,” she said, 
tapping the top of her head. 
“Somebody can always be taught a 
software program. I look for creativ- 


ity. I look at the process. The 
process is always better, always 
more revealing than the product. 
Show your interior process and con- 
vey excitement. Show how you 
solved the problem. That will be 
your best work.” 

Bartholomay graciously offered 
to answer questions from the diverse 
audience of NECC current and for- 
mer students, faculty and represen- 
tatives from local newspapers. She 
spent a half-hour answering ques- 
tions ranging from inquiries regard- 
ing pay rates for specific jobs to 
how the front page is assembled. 

As the room became silent, with 
a slight wink in her voice 
Bartholomay asked, “Would anyone 
like to know what I’d look for in a 
portfolio?” 


She had mentioned earlier in the 
evening that the Globe design depart- 
ment would be hiring next year. 

This outstanding event was spon- 
sored by the Departments of Graphic 
Design/Desktop Publishing, 
Journalism, and the Graphic 
Design/Desktop Publishing Advisory 
Board. Graphic Design Professor 
Lance Hidy introduced Bartholomay. 
Among those instrumental in orga- 
nizing and making this event possi- 
ble were Vice President of Academic 
Affairs Paul Bevilacqua; Associate 
Dean of Humanities, Social 
Sciences, and Human_ Service 
Professions Chet Hawrylciw; and 
Coordinator of the Department of 
Graphic Design/Desktop Publishing, 
Patricia Kidney. 


Hartleb 


tries to save 


budget 


Continued from page | 


developmental education line item, 
which funds significant parts of the 
college’s developmental labs. 

* Cuts in the Department of 
Education budget, which funds the 
NECC/Amesbury Literacy Program 
and other literacy programs as well 
as the dual enrollment program for 
high school students. 

* Cuts in Educational Resource 
Material budget, which funds sig- 
nificant parts of the college’s 
Haverhill and Lawrence libraries. 

“Anticipating budget cuts, the 

college has already begun to imple- 
ment cost saving measures,” 
Hartleb said in the memo. “Asking 
all areas of the college to.cut bud- 
gets which have resulted in restric- 
tions on out-of-state travel and hir- 
ing.” 
NECC’s budget was cut from 
$19.2 million to $18.5 million as a 
result of Governor Swift’s Dec. 1 
veto to the Conference Committee 
budget. 


‘from faculty in Spurk who said that 


College starts pilot plan, moves smokers 


Moving smokers from 
Spurk entrance is 
result of complaints 


By HEATHER GORTON 
Contributing Reporter 


In response to complaints about 
the cigarette smoke at the front 
entrance to Spurk Building, the col- 
lege has asked smokers to move to the 
rear entrance. 

Last week, security guards were 
stationed outside where ashtrays once 
were, directing students to light up on 
the other side of the building. 

NECG Vice © Presidents; :of 
Administration Mark Andrews said 
the change was a result of complaints 


the smell of cigarette smoke pours in 
through their office windows. Also, he 
said, some students and staff members 
with ailments have complained of the 
smoke at the front entrance. 

“It’s about listening,” Andews 
said during a meeting in his office on 
Dec. 5. “We listened, we discussed it, 
and we are trying a pilot plan. This 
was designed to be fair.” 


Rather than trying to make the 
campus completely smoke-free, or 
exiling smokers to the parking lots, 
the administration said it is simply 
asking that smokers move to the back 
of Spurk, which Andrews described as 
a closed area. 

“Smokers need to be courteous,” 
said Cliff Clarke of the campus main- 
tenance department, who sat in on the 
meeting with Andrews. 

Several articles critical of the 
campus smoking policy had appeared 
in recent issues of the Observer, but 
Andrews said this pilot program did 
not stem from those articles. 

He pointed out that the Student 
Handbook says,”accommodations are 
available [for smokers] outdoors in 
the vicinity of each building.” Unless 
signs say otherwise, smoking is per- 
mitted outdoors. 


A handmade pro-smoking sign. 


Campus smokers are 
angered by sudden 
change in designation 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


“It’s outside and you should be 
able to smoke. It’s not a private area, 
so if they don’t want to breathe my 
smoky air, then I gladly invite you to 
step inside the building,” said Sammie 
Woodfin. 

Woodfin is only one in a series of 
voices that have been heard complain- 
ing about the recent smoking ban in 
front of the Spurk building. 

When asked about their opinions 
onthe smoking policy, many students 
crowded around to complain and to 
make their voiced heard. 

“There is no outside A and outside 
B. The outdoors is outdoors and we’ ll 
smoke where we want too,” said Dan 
Lyons, liberal arts. 

“I can understand people not 
wanting second hand smoke in their 
face, but the vast majority of my 
friends smoke and it’s not fair that the 
people who do smoke are segregated 


to the corners of the school. This isn’t 
high school anymore. We’re adults 
and we should be able to smoke where 
we want. Not being able to smoke on 
the stairs is inconvenient and is a dis- 
comfort for all the smokers,” said 
Lilly Vhlig, liberal arts. 

“They are really only making it 
harder on everyone, including them- 
selves by focusing on the main area 
where everyone smokes. It’s like a 
form of racism. They are punishing 
students who smoke by putting them 
in the back of the building where no 
one can see them,” said Megan Fuller, 
liberal arts. 

There are many reasons smokers 
are angry. For some, the reason is the 
suddenness of the enforcement. 

Erica Gooding, liberal arts, added, 
“Tt have never had a problem with 
smoking in front of Spurk for the 
entire time I’ve been attending NECC. 
This is really out of nowhere.” 

When asked for their opinion, , 
many students ranted, some even 
screamed, using a mass amount of 
expletives. The students’ rage also 
showed on the day that “no smoking” 
signs were placed in front of Spurk; 
they were torn down, but only after 
several angry people extinguished 
their lit cigarettes on the signs. 
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Moon Unit Zappa’ first novel is about a girl named America. 


Moon Unit Zappa gives 
something of herself to 
“America the Beautiful” 


Interesting novel has 
autobiographical 
traces 


By Kory WAGNER 
Contributing Reporter 


America has found herself, but 
not in the way most Americans may 
think. America Thorne, the main 
character in Moon Unit Zappa’s first 
book “America the Beautiful” shows 
us that even the privileged have 
problems. 

This well-crafted tale of a young 
woman discovering herself by com- 
ing to terms with the past and using it 
to better her future is nothing less 
than a page-turner. America Thorne, 
the daughter of the late world famous 
painter, womanizer and party hungry 
Boris Thorne has n ever really had to 
worry much about her future finan- 
cially. 

Gifted with 
talent in both art 
and acting, love 


ee ea 


using relationships that she enters 
into or wishes to enter into as a cata- 
lyst for finding herself. For America, 
happiness was based on how good of 
a relationship you were in at the time, 
never really expressing her true self, 
always trying to fit into someone 
else’s world instead of making a 
world of her own. With the help of 
her dear friend Sadie, and her newly 
discovered hippie therapist, America 
soon comes to the realization that the 
only way to find real happiness, real 
contentment is by finding peace 
within herself. 

“America the Beautiful” is writ- 
ten in such a way that makes it possi- 
ble for the reader to be put into 
America’s shoes. You really get to 
know the characters in this novel, not 
just about their little quirks and dif- 
ferences from one another, but you 
get a chance to feel the emotions 
these people have 
and the deeper con- 
nection that these 
people have for 


and’all 1é maiy ~~ AMETICAs = -SOODM mate evel 
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not being able to 
hold or even find 
a real job, living 
off her deceased father’s estate, not 
knowing what to do with her life. 
This is how America lived, and she 
was not at all content with it. She 
wanted more than just everyday life. 
She wanted to feel complete. 

She is accompanied on this jour- 
ney to the soul to find herself with 
her younger brother Spoonie, who 
unlike America, has goals and 
dreams. Also unlike America, 
Spoonie had a decent relationship 
with their mother, Camilla, some- 
thing America lacks. 

When out of the blue the man she 
thought was the love of her life left 
her, catapulting her onto an emotion- 
al roller coaster ride to find her true 
self, it gave her the real and true 
jumpstart that she needed. 

America tries to find herself in 
many ways throughout this novel, 


family as well one 
might wonder if 
this novel is some- 
what autobiographical. 

Moon Unit is the daughter of 
Frank Zappa, the well-known music 
composer and artist who lived an 
interesting, wild and public life. 
Moon Unit also has two brothers, 
Dweezel and Amet, both well-known 
not only for their unusual names, but 
also for their musical background 
and brief television stints which 
occasionally air on late night televi- 
sion. 

By the end of the first chapter of 
this book, you wonder if this is truly 
a fictional novel or a way for Moon 
Unit to come to terms with her own 
past so that she may forge ahead for 
her own future. “America the 
Beautiful” is a truly inspirational 
piece of work, that may help all of us 
try a little harder to find our own 
inner peace. 


‘Vagina Monologues’ brings 
the unsaid out into the open 


NECC student will be 
directing the hit play 
on Valentine 5 Day 


By JERALYN MASON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Perhaps you’ ve noticed the flyers 
around campus—bright pink and 
proclaiming “Got a vagina? Try out 
for The Vagina Monologues!” When 
I first saw one, it was on the same 
day that I had finished reading the 
book for my women’s lit class, and I 
was unbelievably excited that a pro- 
duction would ve taking place at 
NECC. I was even more excited that 
the flyers were asking for actresses in 
such a direct way. 

At the end of the book there was 
a section with letters from women 
who had put on or participated in the 
play at their college and all of them 
talked about how important it is to 
reclaim the word “vagina.” They said 
that once they started using it, it got 
easier for everyone to be comfortable 
with themselves, the play and the 
whole idea. Of course, the word 
“vagina” appeared, and the play’s 
flyers were defaced and torn down. 

I was happy to see that this had- 
n’t happened here yet. | managed to 
track down Charlotte Gulezian, the 
NECC student who is directing the 
piece, and talked with her about V- 
Day and the play. 

My edition of “The Vagina 
Monologues” comes with a section 
on V-Day which states: “It is the mis- 
sion of V-Day to end violence against 
women by increasing awareness 


Goodbye 


Founding member 
of Beatles will be 
missed 


By NORMA VITALE 
Contributing Reporter 


On Nov. 29, former Beatle 
George Harrison passed away after 
fighting throat cancer for years. 

Harrison may not have been in 
the post light as much as other former 
Beatles John Lennon and Paul 
McCartney, but he wrote some of the 
most memorable music. “Taxman,” 
“Here Comes the Sun,” “Something,” 
“While My Guitar Gently Weeps,” 
and “Within You, Without You” were 
his most known and loved Beatle’s 
songs. 

George Harrison was inspired by 
the eastern music of India and intro- 
duced the sitar to the Beatles in 1965. 
The song “Norwegian Wood” on the 
“Rubber Soul” album was the first 
song using the sitar with their music. 
Harrison also introduced the Beatles 
to the Marharishi Mahesh Yogi in 
1967. 

After the Beatles broke up in 
1970, Harrison continued his studies 
on eastern philosophy and went on 
his own spiritual hunt for God. He 
also started his own solo career and 
even performed many times with the 
other ex-Beatles during their solo 
careers. 

George Harrison seemed to live a 


photo courtesy vaginamonologues.com 


Eve Ensler, playwright of the 
hit production, The Vagina 
Monologues, tells it like it is. 


through events and the media and by 
raising funds to support organiza- 
tions working to ensure the safety of 
women everywhere.” It also says, 
“we proclaim Valentine’s Day as V- 
Day until the violence against 
women stops, and then it will 
become Victory Day.” 

V-Day was started in 1998 by 
Karen Obel and Eve Ensler (author 
of “The Vagina Monologues”) as a 
way of raising money to stop vio- 
lence against women. In 1999 they 
started the College Initiative which is 
a way of getting colleges to perform 
“The Vagina Monologues” as the 
center piece of an entire day of anti- 
violence against women events. 

On Feb. 14. Valentine’s Day, Eve 
Ensler gives up the copyrights to her 


George Harrison 
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play so it can be performed by any- 
one interested. 

Gulezian said “The Vagina 
Monologues” is the funniest show 
she’s ever read. She had approached 
the school and asked to direct it at the 
beginning of the year, but she was 
denied. However, recently, she was 
asked to direct it and she accepted 
wholeheartedly. 

After seeing the play performed 
she said, “It changed me. | think 
everyone who sees it comes out 
changed, especially women. There’s 
so much in the show that we think 
and never say and afterwards you’re 
just so much more comfortable with 
yourself.” 

Gulezian said she is hoping other 
people will be interested in helping to 
plan the events for V-Day. 

“Directing is such a big job, so 
I’m trying to get other people 
involved,” she said. 

There will be a meeting in the 
Top Notch Theater on Dec. 18, for 
anyone who has ideas for events and 
is interested in supervising them. . 

“Anyone with an open mind who 
sees this play will be changed,” 
Gulezian said. “I took my boyfriend 
to see it and he was one of 20 guys 
out of maybe 1,000 people in the 
audience and even he loved it, he 
totally got it.” The hope of Gulezian, 
along with Eve Ensler and the other 
people involved with the play and V- 
Day is that this event will help pro- 
mote awareness of women and the 
violence against them. 

Auditions for the play will be in 
the Top Notch Theater Dec. 16 at 6 
pm. Call Charlotte at (603) 362-6533 
with any questions. For more infor- 
mation on V-Day, check out 
http://www.vday.org. 


“Here comes the sun, Here comes the sun, 
and I say... it’s all right.” 


quiet life until the media discovered 
he had cancer of the throat in 1998. 
He also faced a highly publicized 
brush with death when he was 
stabbed in his own home by a 


deranged fan in 1999. 
“I will love George forever— he . 
was my baby brother,” said Paul 
McCartney in a VHI1 tribute to 
Harrison, “I will surely miss him.” 
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Flecktones are all 
about the music 


If you're a fan of 
Dave Matthews, 
you Il like Bela Fleck 


By DEB TSANTARLIOTIS 
Contributing Reporter 


A few weeks ago I was sitting at 
the kitchen table trying to do some 
homework when my uncle put on 
one of his CDs. The music was so 
intense that it quickly took my atten- 
tion away from my schoolwork. 

The first thing that came to mind 
was that this band shared some of 
the musical styles of the Dave 
Matthews Band. As | continued to 
listen to the CD I discovered that 
this band had a style all its own. This 
band I’m referring to is the wonder- 
fully talented “Bela Fleck and The 
Flecktones.” 

The Flecktones are an eclectic 
mix of bluegrass, jazz, funk, and 
pop. It is impossible to put the 
Flecktones in one genre of music. 
Founder of the Flecktones, Bela 
Fleck originally from New York 
City, began playing the banjo at age 
15, inspired by the bluegrass group 
Flatt & Scruggs. In 1989 Bela 
formed the Flecktones. 

By 1990, Bela Fleck and The 
Flecktones released their self-titled 

debut album. “Other releases soon 
followed. The Flecktones have a 
total of eight CDs including 

“Flight of the Cosmic Hippo,” 

“Left Of Cool,” which includes 
vocals from Dave Matthews on the 
track “Communication,” also they 
have released the CD “3 Flew Over 
the Cuckoo’s Nest.” 
Bela Fleck has released four 
solo side projects including the more 
classical sounding ‘Perpetual 
Motion,” and “Tales From the 
Acoustic Planet.” Other members of 
the band have also released solo 
albums. 

In the year 2000 the Flecktones 
_won their first ever Grammy Award 
for their most recent album 
“Outbound,” which was released 
on their new record label, Sony 
Music. The band won under the 
_category- “Best Contemporary Jazz 


Album,” at the 43rd Annual 
Grammy Awards. Although the 
band was happy with receiving this 
award one of the most exciting 
moments of their career however, 
was playing with the Dave 
Matthews Band. 

In May of 1998 the Flecktones 
played with DMB in Irvine, Calif., 
accompanying the band on seven 
tracks including “Tripping Billies,” 
and “Don’t Drink the Water.” Since 
the Flecktones performance with 
DMB, they have noticed an increase 
in their audience and have gathered 
a new fan base of a younger crowd. 

The Flecktones like using differ- 
ent approaches when recording their 
albums. For the Flecktones earlier 
work they decided they wouldn’t 
record anything that couldn’t be per- 
formed live, meaning that there 
would be no over dubs. 

In 1998 for the recording of 
“Left Of Cool,” they decided to use 
over dubs to add some creativity to 
their music. 

In this mainstream world filled 
with N’synes, Britneys, Eminems, 
and Limp Bizkits, Bela Fleck and 
The Flecktones are a breath of fresh 
air. With the Flecktones there is no 
cleavage showing, no vulgarity, no 
“pre-packaged” deals and no MTV. 
The Flecktones are strictly about the 
music. They are not about selling an 
image. 

If you like the Flecktones, you 


like them for their incredible musi-~ 


cal talents and not for having a pret- 
ty face or for revealing their bodies. 
So if you are sick of all the 
Backstreet Boys, Christinas, and 
Jay-Zs of the world pick up a Bela 
Fleck and The Flecktones CD. 

Or better yet, you can catch 
them at one of their shows next year. 
The Flecktones are scheduled to 
play at Dartmouth College in 
Hanover, N.H. on Feb. 27 and at the 
Calvin Theater in Northampton on 
March 12. 

Also, Bela Fleck himself will 
hold a solo performance on Jan. 31 
at the Sanders Theater in 
Cambridge. 

All you music nuts out there go 
check out the Flecktones and if you 
are a Dave Matthews Band fan you 
are guaranteed to love Bela Fleck 
and The Flecktones. 


Roberto Cifarelli photo courtesy The Flecktones 


Bela Fleck, leader of the Flecktones, is a master banjo player. The 
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| band will play at Dartmouth College, Hanover, N.H., in February 
and at the Calvin Theater in Northampton in March. 


You THERE ~- DIO You kwow 
TRAT You HAVE WITHIN You 
RIGHT Now ALL THAT You 
NECO TO CREATE THE LIFE 


BUT MY 
PARENTS 
SAO fp a0 

oP ASG 
Dircd 
PrecER, 


PICTURE WHAT THAT LIFE 

WOULD RE Like, FEEL iT 
IN Youe Bones. Ler YouR 
IMAGINATION SOAR. 


NOW ALL You HAVE TO DO IS 
GO FOR ITI TRIS IS YOR ont 
BND OMY LIFE! So GET Out 
THERE! Live THE LIFE YoU 
WERE Meant TO Live! WHAT 
ARE You WAITING Foe 7 


THE FiRst THING You Must 
DO 1S FOCVS ON THE KIND 
OF LIFE You Want ro 
CREATE FoR YouRSECLE, 


Now (MAGWE THAT TEN 
YEARS HAVE Passeo, ANG 
THAT EVERYTHING Id Your 
LICE HAS HAPPENED IN 
“tHE Beer POSSIALE WAY, 


Choose A LLFE THAT EmBoniesS 
YouR WIGHEST ASPIRATIONS 
AND WILDEST Fantasies A 
LICE FULL OF LOVE AND? 

LAUGHS ANDO ADVENTURE. 


WHAT WILL 4ou BE Dos @ 

Whar WILL YOu HAVE ACCOmMPUSHED? 

WHERE WILL You BE Living? 

WHO WILL You BE KISSing ? 
\ 
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Will N.H. be the new Hollywood? 


CONCORD, N.H. (AP) New 
Hampshire’s first full-time film and 
television promoter says he will use the 
state’s tax structure to entice 
Hollywood to make movies in the state. 

Jay Brenchick of Rochester was 
hired in November as director of the 
New Hampshire Film and Television 
Office, created in 1998 as part of the 
Department of Resources and 
Economic Development. 

Brenchick’s responsibilities 
include marketing the state as a loca- 
tion, working with film, television and 
commercial companies and serving as 
liaison with government agencies, 
businesses and individuals affected by 
filming. 

Other states and Canada, he said, 
“have a lot of enticements that we 
don’t necessarily have. They get reim- 
bursement on a lot of their taxes, but in 
New Hampshire a lot of those taxes 
don’t exist.” 

Brenchick plans to use New 
Hampshire’s lack of general sales and 
income taxes to market the state. 

“We have a lot of favorable tax 
structures,” he said. “It would behoove 
people to hire New Hampshire people 
when they come here.” 

Brenchick, who worked in the Los 
Angeles film and television industry, 
earned a bachelor and master of arts 
degrees from the University of Maine 
in Orono, concentrating in journalism. 

In 1997, Brenchick and his wife, 
Cathy, moved to California, where he 
worked as a script reader, editor and 
location and production coordinator. 

Terry Rayno, public relations 
director at the Division of Travel and 
Tourism Development, said re-estab- 
lishing a full-time film office was an 
important part of the agency’s recent 
budget increase. 

Rayno said years ago the federal 
government funded state film commis- 


sions around the country, but when 
that money dried up, the state’s film 
office almost disappeared. 

But in 1998 the state began to 
rebuild the office. 

“One of the first things needed 
was ... panoramas of different sites to 
show a designer or producer. The data- 
base is there now, so we needed to get 
someone who can market the state,” 
Rayno said. 

One of Brenchick’s first projects 
will be to update the office’s produc- 
tion guide and Web site, which lists 
phone numbers helpful to filmmakers, 
brief profiles of what each New 


Hampshire community offers and a fil- 
mography listing 47 projects shot in 
whole or in part in the state. 

In addition to updating the Web 
site, Brenchick also is looking for film 
and television professionals to serve 
on the advisory New Hampshire Film 
Commission. 

“The long-term goal is to promote 
filming in the state for both local film- 
makers and major studios,” he said. 

“Anytime something is filmed in 
New Hampshire, it’s a soft sell for the 
state,” Brenchick said. “People still 
come here because they saw ‘On 
Golden Pond.’ ” 


See puzzle, page 10 
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BY MISS ANNA 


Aries:(March 21-April 20) 

You will see financial dealings 
improving this week. And it may 
be best to stick to time-tested real- 
ities. Steer clear of all who cannot 
be trusted, or seem to be working 
towards a goal purely for them- 
selves. You enjoy change, variety 
and adventure. 

Taurus: (April 21 - May 21) 

Think before you speak and to 
make sure you have all your facts 
straight. If you are involved in a 
love affair, it can be especially 
intense right now; and may be an 
excellent time for a proposal. If 
uncommitted, it’s time to discuss 
the future with a potential mate. 

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21) 

This week may not be the best 
time to settle old grievances or new 
arguments, or try to make much of 
an impression with anyone. It may 
be best to adopt a low profile. 
Avoid hassling with a co-worker, 
for it’s a no-win situation. There is 
high potential for monetary gains. 

Cancer: (June 22 - July 23) 

Now begins a fortunate period 
for your family and home interests. 
It’s time to make a list of changes 
you’ve been contemplating, per- 
haps a sale of real estate. Feelings 
are intense in the romance depart- 
ment, so sidestep a showdown that 
could be memorable. 

Leo: (July 24-Aug. 23) 

Don’t bottle up your feelings; 
express your anger in a positive 
way. Remember to speak clearly to 
avoid any misunderstanding. 
During this year, relatives are 
bound to play a bigger role in your 
life, and pleasantly so. Avoid argu- 
ing with family members. 

Virgo: (Aug. 24-Sept. 23) 

Expectations are high and you 
are apt to run into obstacles wher- 
ever you turn. It may be best to lie 
low, and not make waves, waiting 
for a more opportune time. Money 
trends are promising, but not 
immediate. People you deal with 
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tend to be overemotional. 
Libra: (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23) 
Happiness and financial suc- 
cess are surely on their way to you. 
Someone may be trying to involve 
you in a financial deal which just 
does not feel right for you - hold 
your ground. There is delightful 
rapport with a mate, lover or close 
friend. 
Scorpio: (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
Anew romance may be waiting 
in the wings for you. It might not 
be a new person, but somebody 
you already know, and hadn’t real- 
ized the possibilities before. You 
will make great progress in self- 
knowledge and spiritual growth in 
the coming year. 
Sagittarius: (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
It’s an excellent time for begin- 
ning a domestic project or closing a 
real estate deal. Most of the week 
will find you in an upbeat mood, 
possibly planning a get together 
with friends. Don’t let minor 
money problems dampen your 
spirit - things will work out. 
Capricorn: (Dec. 22-Jan. 20) 
There seems to be questions 
from all sides regarding your 
career and business interests. But 
after this week, these problems will 
clear up for many months. 
Meanwhile, it may be best to post- 
pone important decisions. There 
may be tension on the homefront. 
Aquarius: (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) 
Your physical energy is at a 
low point this week. In the next 
few weeks, you are bound to make 
major decisions regarding your 
personal life, so think about your 
moves and plan accordingly. It 
looks like time to cultivate a whole 
new circle of friends. 
Pisces: (Feb. 20 - March 20) 
This week will basically be 
another struggle for survival, pri- 
marily on the job, but also in other 
people’s conflicts. It will be tense 
for awhile, and it would be best for 
you to tread very lightly on others’ 
sensitivities. Keep business facts to 
yourself for now. 
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THE DISCOVERY OF THE 
BACTERIOM STAR BUCKIOS 


Across 

1. Employs 

5. Schindler of 
"Schindler's List" 

10. Piercing pain 

14. Rainy day rarity 
15.La_—__ (Milan 
opera house) 

16. Kind of plate 

17. Book group pick 
by an NRA opponent 
20. Dress or skirt bor- 
der 

21. Deadly poison 
22. Inuit abodes 

23. Talented 

24. Juice ingredient? 
25. Foul-smelling 

28. Ulna, e.g. 

29. Senate floor vote 
32. Not looking well 
33. Pavarotti piece 
34. Ooze 

35. Book group pick 
by someone who has- 
n't had good luck with 
antiques 

38. Overnight hiking 
trip necessity 

39. Mat exercise 

40. Madame Curie 
41. Annoy 

42. Like a bug in a rug 
43. Kind of year 

44. A wanted man, maybe 

45. Well-chewed bits 

46. "Summer of Sam" actor 
Brody 

49. Between soprano and tenor 
50. Rep. Hutchinson — 

53. Book group pick by an early 
Native American 

56. Besides that 

57. Cleric's residence 

58. Sugar source 

59. Monopoly card 

60. Beef on the hoof 

61. Alan who guest-starred on 
"ER" last year 


Down 
1. Great Salt Lake locale 
2. Ump's call 
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3. PSAT, for one 

4, Ma'am's partner 

5. Person in the news in 1963 
6. Part of an act 

7. Collard green 

8. 100% 

9. Of sound mind 

10. Commandment word 
11. Pamplona runner 

12. Bullets and such 

13. Porgy's mate 

18. On the decline 

19. Watch amorously 
23. Ain't right? 

24. "There you have it!" 
25. LaBelle or LuPone 
26. Playbill distributer 
27. "Use your head!" 


28. "All Over But The Shoutin'" 


author Rick 
29. Thirst (for) 
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30. 


31 


Goosebump-raising 


. More inclined 
B31 wear 
34. 
36. 
Bile 


of (in conflict with) 
Runs across 

Forever and ever, e.g. 
Diallo who was shot 41 


times 


42. 
43. 
44, 
45, 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49, 
50. 
Silt 
J: 
54. 
a5. 


Cotton-tipped item 
Jeeves, for one 
Helped out 

In the vicinity of 
Advanced in years 
1996 candidate Bob 
Valentine's Day gift 
Stridex target 

First victim 

Started litigation 
Film dog 

Polish off 

Wharton deg. 
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One year later, Paul Pierce shows 
he’s more than just a survivor 


Its hard to believe he 
was stabbed at the 
start of last season 


By PAUL MASON 
Contributing Reporter 


Boston Celtics forward Paul 
Pierce was a recent NBA Eastern 
Conference Player of the Week for 
games played Nov. 26 through Dec. 
3. It is hard to believe that a little 
over a year ago he was in the hospi- 
tal recovering from serious stab 
wounds. 

Now Pierce is recognized as a 
top NBA player, leading the Celtics 
to their current 11-7 record, which 
puts them at second place in their 
division. 

When named Player of the Week, 
Pierce was averaging 29.0 points, 8.0 
rebounds, 1.5 assists and 2.0 steals. 
This is an amazing feat for any bas- 
ketball player, especially one who 
nearly died less than a year and a half 
ago after he was stabbed a number of 
times in the face, neck and back. 

One of the wounds to his back 
penetrated his abdomen and 
diaphragm and hit his lung. Injuries 
like this can be fatal, but with the 
help of a leather jacket and a lot of 
luck, Pierce was back on the court 
within a month. : 

Pierce was stabbed in a nightclub 
early on the morning of Sept. 25, 
2000. He was treated for his multiple 
stab wounds at the New England 
Medical Center and was released on 


Jesse D. Garrabrant photo courtesy celtics.com 
The 66” 230-lb. Celtics star, Paul Pierce, takes it to the hoop. 


Sept. 28. 

In an interview with the Globe, 
on Oct. 11, 2000, Pierce said, “You 
think about it at times, but then you 
try to block it out as much as possi- 
ble. You try to move on because if I 
let things like that affect me, I think it 
can carry over into what I want to 
accomplish in basketball.” 

Pierce was expected to recover 
without many complications, but to 
be doing as well as he is remarkable. 


On Oct. 20, 2000, his first game 
back, he scored 14 points, had 3 
assists, 2 steals, and grabbed two 
rebounds in 22 minutes. Over that 
season Paul Pierce scored 2,071 
points. He was the first Celtic to 
accomplish this since the great Larry 
Bird in 1988. 

Paul Pierce is an amazing basket- 
ball player, and nothing will ever 
change that, and nothing can ever 
take that away from him. 


Muhammad Ali was a great boxer, 
but not a fighter for his country 


By JAMIE Roy 
Sports Editor 


Muhammad Ali stunned the world 
with his flying like a butterfly and 
stinging like a bee. He would fight 
competitively to earn world heavy- 
weight championships and in 1960 
become an Olympic gold medallist. 

But when it was time to fight for 
his country in the Vietnam War, he 
was nowhere to be found. 

He was born Cassius Marcellus 
Clay, Jan.17, 1942, in Louisville, Ky. 
While a student at Du Valle Junior 
High School and Central High, a 
young, soon-to-be Muhammad Ali 
was always more interested in boxing 
rather than keeping his nose in the 
books. Actually, the theft of his bicy- 
cle is what led to his passion for box- 
ing in the first place. 

At the age of 18, Ali went on to 
become an Olympic gold medallist in 
the 1960 Rome Olympics. On Feb. 
25, 1964, he fought Sonny Liston win- 
ning the Heavy weight Champion of 
the World. He would go on to defeat 
his title nine times.” 

In 1964, he converted to Islam and 
was given the name Muhammad Ali. 
The public was not always approving 
his personal behavior and his self-pro- 
motions, he was quoted declaring, 
“I’m the greatest.” When “reporters 
asked about his affiliation with Islam, 
he joked that he was going to have 
four wives: one to shine his shoes, one 


The greatest boxer of all time refused military service. 


to feed him grapes, one to rub oil o his 
muscles, and one named Peaches.” 


. (Plimpton, George) 


In 1967 he refused induction into 
the armed services and became a sym- 
bol of resistance to the Vietnam War. 
Ali stated, “I ain’t got no quarrel with 
them Viet Cong.” 

The government prosecuted him 
for draft dogging, and in May 1967, 
the World Boxing Association took 
away his boxing license and his title. 
He was sentenced to five years in 
prison for violating the Selective 
Service Act. In 1971 the Supreme 
Court ruled that the government had 
acted improperly and upheld his draft 
appeal on religious grounds. 

Admirers have said: “Muhammad 
Ali is a mere mortal. But in the eyes of 
millions he is a legend, immortalized 


forever by the energy and incredible 
talent he brought in and out of the box- 
ing ring. He belong to a generation of 
the history’s best boxers, when there 
were a dozen top draws like George 
Foreman, Ken Norton, Sonny Liston, 
Joe Frazier, and Floyd Patterson. 
Despite the greatness of his peers 
though, Ali stood apart as the great- 
est.” 

For an athlete that is so respected, 
it is hard to find respect for someone 
who wouldn’t fight for our country. 
Someone else had to be drafted and 
take his place, because he didn’t want 
to go. 

To me he is not a legend, but a 
coward. Ali would fight for gold 
medals, money, and personal satisfac- 
tion, but wouldn’t fight for the country 
he was born in. 


New England Sports Corner 


Patriots: Who: Patriots players including Joe Andruzzi, Lonnie 
Paxton, Grey Ruegamer, Jermaine Wiggins and Mike Vrabel. What: 
New England Patriots/Salvation Army Children’s Holiday Party. 
When: Tuesday, December 11, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Where: Patriots 
Club, Foxboro Stadium The New England Patriots Charitable 
Foundation and a number of Patriots players and their wives will serve 
as hosts for approximately 200 children selected by the Salvation Army 
to attend a holiday party at Foxboro Stadium. The party will include 
gifts, food and music. The Patriots players will sign autographs and 
mingle with the children. 


Red Sox: Red Sox Manager Joe Kerrigan joined the rest of Major 
League Baseball Sunday in making the trek to Boston for the annual 
Winter Meetings this week at the Boston Sheraton. Although Kerrigan 
has previously attended the Winter Meetings, this year is the first time 
he’s done so as a Major League manager. Kerrigan said Sunday that the 
impending sale of the Red Sox has not affected his planning for the 
2002 season. In fact, he is already making plans for Spring Training, 
which begins in a little more than two months. 


Bruins: The Bruins players and wives have created one-of-a-kind 


- holiday ornaments that will be auctioned off at Bruins December home 


games through December 20. Be sure to stop by the Bruins table on 
Level 4 near Section 4 to place a bid on a handmade-autographed orna- 
ment! All proceeds will benefit the Unity Fund. The Bruins are excit- 
ed to announce that four team members including Billy Guerin, Byron 
Dafoe, Sergei Samsonoy and Jozef Stumpel have been included on this 
season’s NHL All-Star ballots! You can vote for all four players and 
also write in any other Bruins you think deserve a spot on the team!. 
This season’s All-Star Game, the 52nd in league history, is being 
played at the Staples Center in Los Angeles, CA on February 2. 


Celtics: The Celtics announced Nov. | that they have signed free 
agent Erick Strickland, a guard and five-year NBA veteran. The team 
also placed Joseph Forte on the injured list with lower back spasms. 
Antoine Walker has always earned notice for his gaudy numbers in the 
points, rebounds and assists categories. This season, Walker has added 
another impressive digit — minutes played. 


* All information 1s taken from official team Web sites. 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 

Dec. 8 

Quinsigamond Community College 67 
Northern Essex Community College 82 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 

Dec. 6 

Northern Essex Community College 54 
Roxbury Community College 56 


Need Extra Cash??? 
Are you a Caring person? 
Our company needs you! 
Night and weekend shifts available 
at our residential programs in Newburyport 
and Merrimack Valley areas. 
Call human resources at (978) 685-2151 


STARWORKS 


Helping people reach the stars! 


Seperstar needed to assist adults with various disabilities to obtain work 
skills and job placement. Must have a great attitude, writing and 
presentation skills, a smiling personality and a creative mind. 


Bi-lingual preferred - English/Spanish 
Flexible hours — FT or PT 


Send/fax resume to: 


American Training, Inc. 
102 Glenn Street 
Lawrenec, MA 01843 
FAX 978-683-5124 
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The Chorus and 
Peformance 
Ensemble rock on 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


Northern Essex 
month of December with two week- 
end performances by the NECC 
Chorus and Performance Ensemble. 

The concert, which was held in 
the Bentley Library conference area, 


opened. the 


was a program that featured music 
from Broadway shows, as well as 
patriotic and holiday music. The con- 
cert was coordinated by the NECC 
Music Club.and was directed by 
Michael Finegold. 

“The format was put together 
after the Sept. 11 attacks. As we put 
the program together, we chose 
‘America the Beautiful’ as our patri- 
otic song and a lot of us wanted to 
play ‘Imagine’ by John Lennon. It’s a 
song about the unity of all mankind,” 
said Finegold. 

Finegold then thanked the audi- 
ence for coming out and supporting 
the Music Club and dedicated 
“Imagine” to George Harrison, the 
former Beatle who had died earlier 
that week. 

[he concert began with the cho- 
rus singing “America the Beautiful” 
and “Try to Remember” from the 
musical, The Fantastics. 


David Herrera, the President of 


the NECC Music Club, was up next 
as he sang “25 or 6 to 4” with Music 
Club members Ian Milotte and Elkin 
Sabogal playing the guitar and bass. 
Herrera is obviously very dedi- 
cated to the ensemble and to their 
music. Herrera’s fervor showed as he 
danced in front of the audience, while 
directing the musicians through “Pick 


usic Club puts on winter concert 


up the Pieces” and “Take On Me.” A 
small boy in the audience mimicked 
Herrera by dancing with a Mickey 
Mouse doll while audience member 
Jillian Harlow simply commented, 
“Dave dances funny.” 

“] haven’t had this much fun at 
any school as I’ve had with these 
guys,” said Herrera. 

“We’ve had our fights and we’ve 
had our scraps, but we’ve grown to 
become a giant family. We have been 
working on this since the beginning 
of the semester and everybody had 
such a great individual talent that: it 
wasn’t really that hard to mash them 
together. We did it with flying colors 
and these guys rock.” 

Briana Berthiaume stole the first 
half of the show with a-spirited solo 


of “The Saga of Jenny” from the 


musical Lady in the Dark.-She by far 
had the largest ovation of the night 
after finishing singing the song of the 
ill-fated Jenny. 

Another Laura 
Fedele, who sang “Movie in My 
Mind” from Miss Saigon. 

“I put a lot of work into this. It 
was hard with reading the music, but 
it’s a lot of fun and I’ve learned a lot 
from people with good pitch which 
makes it easier,” Fedele said. 

After a brief intermission, the 
Chorus and Performance Ensemble 


soloist was 


joined together to sing “Imagine” and 


Billy Joel’s “River of Dreams” com- 
plete with conga drums. Another 
song was dedicated to George 
Harrison and the ensemble played 
“Silly Love Song” by Paul 
McCartney. 

Melissa Hunt, Yvonne Burke, 
Kate Richards and Brianna Dagle set 
up the end of the show by leading the 
chorus in a rendition of “Do You 
Hear What I Hear.” The entire chorus 
closed the show with “Sleigh Ride” 
before Finegold again thanked every- 
one for coming and supporting the 
Music Club. 


Dave Herrera, NECC Music Club president, dances in front of the crowd to “Pick Up 


The Pieces” while the performance ensemble plays on. 


Kate Richards and Brianna Dagle harmo- 
nize during “Do You Hear What I Hear.” 


“Silly Love Song.” 


Chorus membes Jack Payne, left, and Laura Fedele pose after the show. 


Aaron Foss photos 
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Jim Sicard beats on the drums while singing the lead vocals to 


